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Explore the Captivating History of Benjamin FranklinFree History BONUS Inside!Benjamin
Franklin was a Founding Father of America and had an enormous impact on America as it is
today. In addition to that, there are many little-known facts about the man that is Benjamin
Franklin. Unlike many of the other Founding Fathers, he started out in humble circumstances.
Franklin never finished college because his parents couldn’t afford it. He hated his first job, and
when he did get another one, he left without notice.From a young age, Benjamin Franklin fought
for the rights of America at home and abroad. Yet, he bore the burdens of leadership and never
shirked nor faltered in his mission. His greatest asset was his charm and friendliness, but he had
his detractors as well, and felt the emotional impact of that.In Benjamin Franklin: A Captivating
Guide to an American Polymath and a Founding Father of the United States of America, you will
discover topics such asYoung, Earnest, and FoolhardyNaiveté Collides with Reality“B. Franklin,
Printer”Philosopher, Inventor, and Public ServantBenjamin Franklin: England
1757-1762Benjamin Franklin in London: 1764-1769Benjamin Franklin in London:
1769-1775Home and on to FranceBenjamin Franklin’s Last YearsAnd much, much more!So if
you want to learn more about Benjamin Franklin, scroll up and click the "add to cart" button!
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United States of America© Copyright 2019All Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the author. Reviewers may quote brief
passages in reviews.Disclaimer: No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form or by any means, mechanical or electronic, including photocopying or recording, or by
any information storage and retrieval system, or transmitted by email without permission in
writing from the publisher.While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided
in this publication, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors,
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to all applicable laws and regulations, including international, federal, state and local laws
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Captivating History: History EbookHi History Lovers!My name is Matt Clayton, and I’m the
creator of Captivating History. First off, I want to THANK YOU for reading our books in the
Captivating History series. As an avid reader of History myself, I aim to produce books that will
hold you captive.Now you have a chance to join our exclusive history list so you can get the
ebook below for free as well as discounts and a potential to get more history books for free!
Simply click the link below to join.P.S. If you join now, you will also receive a free Mythology book.
Remember that it’s 100% free to join the list.Also, make sure to follow us on:Twitter:
@CaptivhistoryFacebook: Captivating History: @captivatinghistoryIntroductionBenjamin Franklin
was a Founding Father of America and had an enormous impact on America as it is today. In
addition to that, there are many little-known facts about the man who was Benjamin Franklin.
Unlike many of the other Founding Fathers, he started out in humble circumstances. Franklin
never finished college because his parents couldn’t afford it. He hated his first job, and when he
did get another one, he left without notice. He also took off from home without a word to his
parents. Yes, Ben Franklin had money, but that ran out, and he wandered the streets of New
Jersey and Pennsylvania broke and homeless. He, who once had pipe dreams of becoming a
sailor, was shipwrecked near the coast of New York. Franklin was incredibly naïve as a young
man. He could be easily fooled and was—on more than one occasion.As an adult, he captivated
the intellectuals of the day. His best friends were doctors, noted chemists, professors,
philosophers, scientists, inventors, politicians, and authors. Benjamin Franklin’s name is
recorded in the National Archives of Great Britain and France as well as in the Library of
Congress in the United States. He was a polymath with remarkable skills. Franklin was a writer, a
scientist, a postmaster, a printer, a diplomat, and an inventor. One of his well-known inventions
was the lightning rod, but the governor of Pennsylvania refused to install it. His mansion was in
fact later struck by lightning!There are plenty of rumors about him in the history books, and some
are true. In 1998, skeletons were found buried in his basement! No, he wasn’t a deranged
murderer, but there was a sane and logical explanation for it. There were always logical reasons
for his every action, but Benjamin Franklin was a unique person who was lost in the beginning
but found himself and fulfilled his destiny.From a young age, Benjamin Franklin fought for the
rights of America at home and abroad. Yet, he bore the burdens of leadership and never shirked
nor faltered in his mission. His greatest asset was his charm and friendliness, but he had his
detractors as well, and felt the emotional impact of that.Benjamin Franklin had enormous
psychological and intellectual energy and worked every day until a week before he died at the
age of 84. His impact on the future of America was unparalleled.Chapter 1 – Young, Earnest,
and FoolhardyThe Early Years 1713-1723As a young boy, Benjamin reported every day to an
odoriferous little shop run by his father, Josiah Franklin, at the corner of Hanover and Union



Streets in colonial Boston. There, he made soap and candles. Carefully, he poured the hot fat of
slaughtered sheep into narrow wooden molds and placed a frame on top with wicks he had
made. Even in winter, the shop was hot and smoky. As he worked at the family trade, Ben’s gaze
strayed outside and he dreamed of traveling in those grand clipper ships across the ocean like
his older half-brother, Josiah Jr., a sailor for the British Navy.If he ran off to sea like Josiah Jr.,
Benjamin could climb up to a position on the topgallant yardarm and check out the horizon for
miles and miles around. Instead of smelling putrid animal fat melting in his father’s shop, he
could smell the cool salt air and test the wind direction—oh, if only he was a sailor!When he was
11 years old, Franklin had become an avid swimmer and wanted to design something that would
help him move along faster in the water. He then created a pair of swim fins. They weren’t used
on one’s feet, however; they were designed to be attached to the hands. This was his first real
invention. In his autobiography of 1773, he wrote: “When a youth, I made two oval pallets, each
about ten inches long, and six broad, with a hole for the thumb, in order to retain it fast in the
palm of my hand.”A sailor’s life would release him from a family where he had to live with
fourteen other siblings still at home. Fortunately, the members of the Franklin household related
well to each other. Of his early childhood upbringing, Benjamin once wrote:It was indeed a lowly
dwelling that we were brought up in, but we were fed plentifully, made comfortable with fire and
clothing, had seldom any contention among us, but all was harmonious, especially between the
heads (parents), and they were universally respected—and the most of the family in good
reputation—this is still happier than multitudes enjoy.The house was small, so it was an
overcrowded and noisy home. Benjamin was nearing the age that he could enroll in the British
Navy, but his parents wanted a better life for him. Most young boys at sea were abused by the
other sailors, and many of them were orphans or delinquents. Benjamin was smart and thought
independently. Both his mother, Abiah, and his father knew he was unhappy in the candle and
soap-making business.His parents thought that Benjamin would make a fine minister. Toward
that end, they had him enrolled in the Boston Latin School, but he didn’t finish because they
didn’t have the money to keep paying his tuition, and Benjamin didn’t show any interest in life as
a clergyman anyway. In lieu of that, Josiah realized that Benjamin must have a trade to pursue.
So, he took him to his Uncle Samuel’s shop. Samuel was a cutler who made knives and other
fine-edged tools. Franklin showed some interest in this, but Sam wanted Josiah to pay a fee for
his apprenticeship. Ben could have become indentured instead, but that would bind him under
contract, and Josiah felt that there might be better opportunities for him. Besides, Ben hadn’t
demonstrated any extraordinary ability in working with his hands.Benjamin’s half-brother, Josiah
Jr., was lost at sea in the year 1715, so perhaps that wiped out any future consideration of such
a dangerous career. Ben never brought up joining the navy again. Fortuitously, his other older
brother, James, had recently returned from England where he had learned the printing business.
Upon his return, James got a printing press and typesetting trays, and set up a print shop. He
published a newspaper there called the New England Courant. Benjamin was a voracious
reader by nature, having read every book in his father’s small library, though many of them, in



Ben’s words, “were dry-as-dust religious texts except for Rev. Cotton Mather’s Essays to Do
Good.” While a boy, he read Plutarch’s Lives and John Bunyan’s collection, which he purchased
after reading Pilgrim’s Progress. Ben was a lover of history as well and also bought Clarence
Burton’s Historical Collection.When Ben saw the print shop and its newspaper, he was very
interested, and his father was pleased. Because Josiah couldn’t afford to pay for an
apprenticeship, he indentured Benjamin to James. Benjamin would have to work for a number of
years at the print shop, but it afforded him the chance to learn the trade from his brother.This
also meant Ben would get a stipend. He temporarily became a vegetarian at that time and
discovered that the elimination of meat from his diet left him enough money to rent a room over
the shop. There, he set up a library of his own, which grew very large in time.Alias Silence
DogoodTwenty-two-year-old James was like most young lads at that age, headstrong and
opinionated. To James, Benjamin was a mere child, dependent and devoid of ideas. That wasn’t
true, however. Even as a young adolescent, Benjamin had ambitions of his own, and he was
passionate about writing. So, Benjamin went to work for James but had to start out at the entry
level and work as a “printer’s devil.” In time, Ben hoped to have his own byline.Benjamin was a
great help to his brother, but, according to historians, James was very demanding and
unreasonable. Consequently, they had a lot of arguments. On a number of occasions,
Benjamin’s father even had to referee their disputes when they became overheated. Usually,
Josiah took Benjamin’s side in the frequent arguments.While he worked at the print shop, Ben
borrowed books from his other friends in the printing business, but had to return them rapidly
because the books were intended for delivery to a third party. There was no such thing as a
lending library in those days. Benjamin was always punctual in returning books and that added
incentive made him a speed reader.Benjamin really wanted to try his hand at writing some
letters to be included in James’ New England Courant. When he asked his brother if he could,
James adamantly refused. Still determined to get his work in print and read the readers’
reactions, he started mailing a series of letters to the paper in 1722 under the pseudonym
“Silence Dogood,” a fabricated widow. Ben was extremely prolific and sent in other letters under
the amusing pseudonyms, “Anthony Afterwit” and “The Busy Body.” People loved them, and the
circulation of the New England Courant soared. When Ben proudly announced his authorship,
James was furious and seething with jealousy. James himself then anonymously wrote editorials
that occasionally criticized the English authorities in the colonies. In one reflection about
problems with the Indian population in Canada, the paper criticized the way in which the English
authorities there were handling the matter. In the Courant, it said:If Almighty God will have
Canada subdued without the assistance of those miserable savages, in whom we have too
much confidence, we shall be glad that there will be no sacrifices offered up to the devil upon
the occasion, God alone will have the glory.Editorials were James’ forte, and the New England
Courant became one of the most read papers in Boston. Then, the governor of Massachusetts
Bay Colony, Samuel Shute, found out about the editorials. He vehemently objected to some of
those opinion pieces and the matter was referred to the Massachusetts General Court. As a



result, poor James and even Benjamin were arrested. Because the Court indicated that the
editorials cited some references in the Bible, they labeled them a perversion of the Holy
Scriptures. It was suspected that the real reason for the governor’s vindictiveness stemmed from
the governor’s disagreements with the colony and other British officials. Governor Shute was
known to have many arguments with the Massachusetts Assembly and frequently suspended
their sessions without just cause. He was also negligent in providing for the defense of the
colony, which was a requirement he was supposed to fulfill, and the colonists were angry about
that.As a result of the case, James was sentenced to a month in jail, but the Court let Benjamin—
who was only 16—get off with a stern warning. To make matters worse, the court also declared
that James could no longer run the New England Courant, so Benjamin stepped in while his
brother was incarcerated. In his own fashion, Benjamin wrote his Silence Dogood pieces and
other articles that asserted the colonists’ rights to free speech. In one of those Dogood letters,
he stated:Men ought to speak well of their Governors is true, while their Governors deserve to
be well spoken of; but to do public mischief without hearing of it, is only the prerogative and
felicity of tyranny: A free people will be showing that they are so, by their freedom of
speech.After James returned, he met with his friends regarding the future of the New England
Courant. He and they decided to have Benjamin remain on as the new editor, but wanted to draw
up a new indenture for him. So, James took back the old indenture and had Benjamin sign a new
one for another four years. Soon afterward, Benjamin and James had another dispute, and
Ben’s father disagreed with Ben this time.Benjamin didn’t want another term of indenture and
was growing weary of their frequent bickering, so he permitted his emotions to overcome his
judgment and left the print shop without notice. James was incensed and black-balled him all
over the area so that Benjamin had difficulty finding new work in Boston. In the British colonies in
the 18th century, it was considered a crime to escape one’s indenture, so Benjamin’s father
became enraged about his departure and even put a notice in the New England Courant calling
for his apprehension and return. Because his brother had besmirched his reputation in town,
Ben decided to go to New York. Surely, he could find work there. With the help of a friend, he
sold a lot of his books to finance the journey. In New York, he scouted around for work in the
printing business but found none. However, he met a printer named William Bradford who
referred him to his son, also a printer, who needed a new employee. Bradford’s son worked in
Philadelphia, and that meant Franklin would have to travel by sea around the coastline and up
the Delaware River. Shortly after he left in a sloop, a storm blew in. After being tossed and turned
about, his boat was hung up on some rocks off the coast of Long Island. People tried to help, but
nothing could be done until the storm had passed. So, he anchored the boat and tried to sleep.
On the following day, he trudged ashore, soaked and filthy. After taking shelter, he grabbed his
bag and changed his clothes. The next day, the water was calm, so he sailed for Amboy in New
Jersey.The rest of the journey was made by trudging across acres and acres of land in the
incessant rain that haunted him as he crossed New Jersey. Painfully, he had learned that
impulsive decisions such as the one that incited him to abandon the security of his print job with



James had turned him into a hapless vagabond. He was wet and dirty and must have aroused
suspicion among the people who saw him in this sad and sorry state. In his memoirs, he said, “I
was thoroughly soaked, and by noon a good deal tired, so I stopped at a poor inn, where I
stayed all night beginning now to wish that I had never left home.”Rather than being arrested for
being a runaway servant, he discovered the charity of people to whom he was a stranger—and a
miserable-looking one at that. The people he met took pity on him. What’s more, Franklin
discovered the rewards of being friendly and sharing his knowledge with other learned men. At
the tavern where he stayed, he befriended the owner, a Dr. Brown. The doctor was fascinated
with his superior knowledge, and they conversed many hours. In fact, Franklin maintained that
friendship for the rest of his days.After walking many miles, and paddling rented canoes, 17-year-
old Benjamin Franklin arrived in Philadelphia.Chapter 2 – Naiveté Collides with RealityIn 1723,
Franklin pulled up to the Market Street Wharf. It had rained again, and he was soaked and
hungry. Ben had only a few pence left and asked a boy to tell him where he might find some
bread. After hearing that there was bread at the shop near the shore, he bought what he could
for three cents. Again, his friendliness and pitiable innocence appealed to others, and he was
given puffy rolls and a lot of copper and silver coins. After buying more bread, he stuffed his
pockets with the loaves and strolled along the street munching. A young woman laughed at his
comical appearance. She became Franklin’s future wife a number of years later.At long last, he
met Andrew, the son of William Bradford, the New York printer who referred him. Unfortunately,
Benjamin arrived too late because Bradford had already hired a new apprentice. However,
Andrew was generous and offered to introduce him to another in the same trade, but only after
he had a tasty breakfast.His reference, a Mr. Samuel Keimer, was a scholarly man but not an
excellent writer. Keimer was the publisher of the Pennsylvania Gazette. He also fancied himself a
gifted poet and wanted Franklin to publish some elegies he had composed. Keimer knew
nothing about repairing and setting up the old printing press which he had purchased at a
discount, so Franklin employed his skills to help him. This was just part-time work, but Bradford
offered to board Franklin there in a small room above the shop. It was a dismal room, but served
his needs for the time being.Later on, Andrew Bradford also stopped by, indicating he had
occasional need of help at his print shop as well. The printed word barely reached the level of
literacy between these two editors. Bradford, unfortunately, was functionally illiterate and Keimer
—while somewhat more scholarly—didn’t have a feel for journalism. Thus, Franklin survived for
a time at these part-time endeavors.Every once in a while, Benjamin became homesick—in a
sense. He had given up living with his family and the securities of home. However, he had been
gravely offended by his brother’s retributions. Recognizing that he himself bore some
responsibility in the private feud and the subsequent abandonment of his own family, he felt both
guilt and a sense of pride because he wasn’t going to return like the prodigal son. He was
determined to be independent and self-sustaining. This was a turning point in his life.To fight off
the feelings of homesickness that crept in on him, Franklin befriended a lot of people in
Philadelphia. He was a friendly and lively conversationalist especially at the print shops of



Bradford’s and Keimer’s. When Keimer learned about his homely quarters at Bradford’s house,
he put Benjamin in touch with the nicer boarding house offered by a Mr. Read. Much to his
surprise, Read’s daughter was the same young woman who laughed at him with his bread-
stuffed pockets wandering the streets. She was a lovely person, and Ben was enamored. He and
Deborah dated, and they grew quite fond of each other. As he became more comfortable in his
new city, Benjamin met more people there. Discovering that many were educated, Franklin and
his new friends engaged in vivacious conversations. As a result of his friendly nature, word
traveled, and he was no longer a “stranger” in town. News has a quick way of circulating, and
Benjamin’s presence became known to the captain of a sloop, Captain Robert Holmes.
Coincidentally, Holmes was married to Ben’s half-sister, Mary. Holmes regularly sailed a sloop
between Boston and Newcastle, which was just south of Philadelphia. He later had a letter
delivered to Benjamin, explaining that his family missed him and all would be forgiven if he
returned home. Benjamin replied in a carefully worded and discreet letter about his reasons for
leaving and his intentions to remain in Philadelphia.Ben then showed the letter to his brother-in-
law, Captain Holmes. Impressed with the composition of the letter, Holmes showed it to his
passenger, Sir William Keith, the lieutenant-governor of Pennsylvania. Keith was amazed at the
literacy of this young man and commented that the two Philadelphia printers Ben knew were
lacking in literary skills. Keith was then determined to help Franklin get a good start in the
printing and publishing business by providing him with material to print. Perhaps this would be a
stroke of good luck.The Governor’s Surprise VisitWithout notice, Governor Keith and his
companion, Colonel French, arrived at Keimer’s humble shop. Keimer rushed downstairs to
greet them but was astonished when the Governor inquired about Franklin instead of himself.
When Franklin came in, Keith complimented him for his skills and suggested that the three of
them retire to the local tavern to talk business. Keith had long desired a means by which he
could reliably and professionally deliver the news to the colonists about the public businesses of
both the governments of Philadelphia and Delaware. Keith then proposed that Benjamin’s own
father could fund him and set him up in a printing business of his own, where the governor would
provide plenty of material to print. Keith promised to give Benjamin a letter to that effect, which
would convince Josiah, Ben’s father, that the resulting publication would be successful. He then
told Franklin to keep this matter private for the time being.
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bonnie DALE keck, “kindle unlimited but one of my owned ones. kindle unlimited, Some of the
most well-known Founding Fathers are George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and Benjamin Franklin. These men, and other Founding
Fathers, played extremely important roles in securing American independence and nationhood.
Benjamin Franklin, although never president, signed the Declaration of Independence, and
served as an ambassador to France, in addition to serving in many other capacities and
inventing various things. Captivating History has quite a few on various presidents, from
founding fathers to more recent.Explore the Captivating History of Benjamin Franklin Free
History BONUS Inside!Benjamin Franklin was a Founding Father of America and had an
enormous impact on America as it is today. In addition to that, there are many little-known facts
about the man that is Benjamin Franklin. Unlike many of the other Founding Fathers, he started
out in humble circumstances. Franklin never finished college because his parents couldn’t afford
it. He hated his first job, and when he did get another one, he left without notice. From a young
age, Benjamin Franklin fought for the rights of America at home and abroad. Yet, he bore the
burdens of leadership and never shirked nor faltered in his mission. His greatest asset was his
charm and friendliness, but he had his detractors as well, and felt the emotional impact of that.In
Benjamin Franklin: A Captivating Guide to an American Polymath and a Founding Father of the
United States of America, you will discover topics such as Young, Earnest, and Foolhardy
Naiveté Collides with Reality “B. Franklin, Printer” Philosopher, Inventor, and Public Servant
Benjamin Franklin: England 1757-1762 Benjamin Franklin in London: 1764-1769 Benjamin
Franklin in London: 1769-1775 Home and on to France Benjamin Franklin’s Last Years And
much, much more!”

Ei Ching, “A Founding Father and So Much More!. This is a rather quick and easy read. Some
things I found most interesting were his younger days, some of his early struggles, his
inventions, and improvements to other items. I also was intrigued that he spent so much time in
England. He sojourned there from 1724 (He was only 18) until 1726, from 1757 until 1762, and
from 1764 until 1775! He spent nearly two decades in England, including nearly every day of his
fifties! He was in France for nearly nine years (1776-1785). In summation, from 1757 until 1785,
Benjamin Franklin spent barely three years in the American colonies/the United States. That is
an interesting thought.”

SG Lauck, “Could not put it down. Franklin is a captivating individual. The author has written a
wonderful book. I particularly liked the detail of Franklin's early life and numerous trips overseas.
I read in an evening. Any fan of the Founding Fathers will like this book.”

Javier Lozano, “Matt Clayton's Captivating Book. This is a great book if you want to learn about
Benjamin Franklin's contributions to the printing press, education, science, the Revolutionary



War, early U.S. relations with France, and more! The book has a perfect pace, allowing for the
book to linger a bit at major events in Ben's life, without you wishing the book would move on.
For days afterword, I would talk with my friends and say, "Did you know Ben Franklin was
involved in...", and it seems I always had something new to discuss. His contributions to the
world cannot be ignored, and some of his ideas and opinions are still important to this day. I
highly recommend this book if you want to learn about (arguably) the most important Founding
Father of America.”

Captain Obvious, “An informative read.. I'm enjoying the Captivating History series.”

Geoff Scott, “A True Founding Father. This book tells the most important things about Benjamin
Franklin  and his many accomplishments!”

Nick Masini, “Well done!. Well done, great read. I don't read many books over the course of a
year, this was an easy, fun and informative book to read.”

Edward Schmidt 3rd, “Inexpensive, intro,to History. Quick guide to FRANKLIN. Well
researched...”

The book by Captivating History has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 48 people have provided feedback.
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